Starting
Up...
Smarter
This ebooklet is designed to
take the pain out of your
painting experience.
To
take the mystery out of
your painting tools and
truly understand their
functions.
Get yourself
started up. Smarter.

✓ Discover how simplifying your tools can get dynamic
results.

✓ Learn how to have a healthy working relationship with
your brushes.

✓ Learn the three fundamental functions of your brush

that will transform your painting style, and transcend
all your brushes.

So, we have “Set Up...Smarter”.
Now to the next step. You have
your wonderful acrylic paints,
your large palette, and piles of
motivation.
What do you do
next?
You may want to jump right in.
If so, get yourself a couple of
cheap canvases and a photo you
like, and........paint! Dive in, I
love it! ....But here are a few
ideas that may help you paint
something that is manageable
and fun, before you take on a
painting and get beaten up by it.
Hope you enjoy - let’s jump in!

...first things first
Go back to the painting surfaces
page on the site and have a think
about what you may want to
paint on.
You may wish to purchase (or
p r e p a r e ) s e v e r a l d i f fe r e n t
products and test 'em out before
you make a final choice.
My advice: keep your mind
open and as your confidence
grows,
experiment,
experiment, experiment.
You are now ready for the next
s t e p . I w o u l d s u g ge s t t h a t
probably the next greatest thing
to concern yourself with would be
your brushes and paint.

Let’s get the paint out of the way
first. I use the Atelier Interactive
range, in these colours:

• Titanium White
• Napthol Red Light
• Permanent Alizaren
• Cadmium Yellow Medium
• Cadmium Yellow Light
• Pthalo Blue
• French Ultramarine Blue
• Dioxazine Purple
• Burnt Umber
• Forest Green
If you look closely you’ll notice
that I have a warm and cool
version of the primary colours
(blue, red & yellow). I have some

other colours to fulfill certain
needs.
TIP: Burnt Umber can be tinted
with Pthalo Blue to cool it down,
OR a little Dioxazine Purple to
warm it up a bit.

Given that we hold a particular
tool, often for hours on end, it
makes sense to fully understand
its limitations or capabilities.

Forest Green can also be tinted
with these colours for the same
reasons.

I firmly believe that most people
never push their brushes to the
limit, they don’t take the time
to understand the myriad of
different effects you can achieve
with just one brush.

I l i ke t o u s e r e a l ly s t r o n g
pigments and break them down
with the other colours and white
if necessary. I find it keeps the
number of paints on my palette
relatively small, and it teaches me
to mix colours more efficiently.

Earlier in my career, I had dozens
of brushes to do different jobs.
Now I generally use just 5
brushes, and know several very
well established artists who seem
t o h av e a d o p t e d t h e s a m e
approach.

...brushes
This is the largest part of this ebooklet. This is arguably one of
the greatest skills to develop in
the early stages of your painting
career/affliction.
I never cease to be amazed at how
m a ny e x p e r i e n c e d p a i n t e r s
struggle with painting
a particular technique; wrestling
with both the brush and the
medium, when having a profound
understanding of what one brush
will do, would solve most of the
problem.
Do you really have to suffer that
much for your art?

They, like me, like to keep it
simple. Keeping it simple means
knowing exactly what each of my
brushes will and wonʼt do
(although, Iʼm open to
further discoveries!).
For the
record, I use chisels (flats), and I
mostly use a 2, 4, 8, 10 + one
whacking g reat house paint
brush.

...thanks!!
Thanks for downloading the first pages of
our 29 page ebooklet

“Starting Up... Smarter”
We hope you’ve enjoyed what you’ve read so far!!

To download the entire ebooklet,
CLICK HERE
Pay (almost) whatever you want!
Minimum AUD$3.50 - Maximum AUD$the sky’s the limit ;)
(Suggested donation $6 to cover Frankie’s wages!)
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Powerful, simple exercises to establish skills and motivate.
Recognise the potential and capabilities of your brushes.
Develop skills and techniques that will transform your
paintings forever.
How to use an appropriate size brush for your needs, and why
this is important.
Limit your brushes and know them intimately before branching
out. Simplify, simplify, simplify!
Learn which questions to ask to find the answers you need.

Being at one with your painting processes is one of the
most magical experiences there is.
These strategies have helped me get there and they’ll work for you too!

Continue to download instructions.
Back to Shop.

